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certain in itself; and it is another fact, equally certain, that
my arms, my nails or beard, do not think. Here, then, is
the proof of the immortality of the soul, or thinking principle.

Matter does not perish ; observation and science prove that
material bodies are never annihilated, that they merely change
their condition, their form, and their place ; but are always to
be found somewhere intact as to their substance. Our bodies
decompose, and are dissolved, but the matter of which they
were formed is never destroyed, it is dispersed in the air,
the fire, and the water, in which it produces new material
combinations, but it is not destroyed for all that. Now, if
matter does not perish, but only becomes transformed, all the
more certainly must the soul be indestructible and imperish-
able. Like matter, it must be transformed, without being
destroyed.

Descartes has said, I think, therefore I am. This reasoning,
so much admired in the schools, has always appeared to us
rather weak. To give force to the syllogism, he should have
said, / think, therefore I am immortal. My soul is immortal,
because it exists, and it does exist since I think. Thus the
fact of the immortality of the spiritual principle which we
bear within us is self-evident, and we do not need any of the
demonstrations which abound in philosophical works, and
have been put forth from antiquity until our own time; we
need no Treatises on the Soul to establish its existence.

The difficulty does not consist in proving that a spiritual
principle exists within us, that is to say, a principle which
resists death, because, in order to contest the existence of this
principle, it would be necessary to contest thought. The real